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Plan to join us!
Friday, February 19, 2010

32nd Annual
Irish Evening

THE WRITING LIFE

22 Years On The Air

In FY 2009 six new editions of HoCoPoLitSo’s The Writing Life (TWL),
a writer-to-writer cable television series, were produced at Howard
Community College’s TV Studio:

Joy Harjo hosted by Barbara Goldberg (Debut January 2009) e Frank
McCourt hosted by Terence Patrick Winch (Debut May 2009) e Manil
Suri hosted by Sangeeta Ray (Debut June 2009) e two editions with
Thrity Umrigar, Donna Hemans and Helen Elaine Lee hosted by Dr.
Tara Hart — The Craft of Writing (Debut October 2009) and Exploring
Themes in Literature (Debut November 2009) e and Laura Lippman
hosted by Mary Kay Zuravleff (Debut January 2010).

Encore editions airing during the year included Roland Flint hosts
Lucille Clifton in July (1991) e Carrie Brown hosted by Ron Charles
in August (2007) e David Mura talks to E. Ethelbert Miller in
September (2007) ® Michael Collier talks to Elizabeth Spires in October
(2002) * Roland Flint talks to Carolyn Forché in November (1993)
Column McCann hosts Colm Téibin in December (1999) e Michael
Dirda talks to Marie Arana in February (2001) e E. Ethelbert Miller
talks with Sekou Sundiata (1948-2007) in March (2000) ¢ A Tribute
to Josephine Jacobsen with Lucille Clifton, Michael Collier,
Elizabeth Spires in April (2003).

TWL can be seen on HCC-TV, Comcast Channel 96 or Verizon
Channel 41. For more information visit www.HoCoPoLitSo.org.
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TWL THIS WINTER

January 2010
Laura Lippman hosted by Mary Kay Zuravleff (Debut 2010)

In this debut edition author Mary Kay Zuravleff speaks to
mystery novelist Laura Lippman about her latest works, the art
of the unreliable memory, the process of writing crime novels,
Baltimore and her blog, The Memory Project. Lippman discusses
her popular series character Tess Monaghan, who Lippman
admits holds a lighter world view and a “rueful optimism about

humans,”

more so than the author. She also speaks about her
much darker work, What the Dead Know, based on the true story
of the disappearance of two sisters from Wheaton Mall. Lippman
likens writing a novel to giving birth: “Once it’s over, you forget

how difficult it is.”

February 2010
Frank McCourt hosted by Terence Winch (Encore 2009)

In this edition, memoirist McCourt is interviewed by writer and
musician, Terence Winch. They discuss McCourt’s meteoric rise
from abject poverty to worldwide success at the age of 66, with
the publication of the first of his trilogy Angeln’s Ashes. This
episode highlights the initial response to his manuscript submis-
sion with one publisher, and what followed after it landed on the
bestseller list with a different publisher. “Angela’s Ashes freed me,”
says McCourt. He goes on to discuss what Winch calls the “beau-
tifully photographed” movie and the ongoing effect of success.

The Gifts of Adversity

“OPTIMISM...is an important component of achievement, and
is especially important in times of chaos, change and turbulence.
Those who have an optimistic outlook will roll with the punch-
es, will be more proactive and persistent and will not abandon
hope,” writes psychologist Dr. Martin Seligman.

If HoCoPoLitSo measures the passing year with any degree
of optimism, astute observers would see a half-full glass of per-
sistence, possibility, and partnerships. Mindful of record unem-
ployment and a continuing mortgage crisis, we elected to put
the state of the economy on hold — but for a moment — as we
surrounded ourselves with extraordinary literary riches this 35th
year.

We mourn the loss of Frank McCourt, who charmed the
sold-out Irish Evening audience with his tales of Irish childhood
and as a teacher. In the spring, HoCoPoLitSo persisted with
innovative programming by featuring A Literary Gathering of
Women, with novelists Donna Hemans, Helen Elaine Lee,
Thrity Umrigar, moderator Dr. Helen Mitchell, and poet
Lucille Clifton, creating a cultural bridge to the Indian,
African-American and Caribbean experience. HoCoPoLitSo
continued to nurture partnerships by producing an evening with
novelist Laura Lippman and debuting Bookfest at the Columbia
Festival of the Arts’ Lakefest. Next year Bookfest matures into a
Day of Poetry, a baby Dodge Poetry Festival right here in
Howard County.

We raise our hopes for a glorious winter reading with short
story author Claire Keegan ( Walk the Blue Fieldsand Antarctica),
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(From left to vight) Memoivist Frank McCourt, Executive Divector Carla Du Pree, Deputy
Director Pamela Simonson, Board Chair David H. Bavvett and Irish Evening Chair
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes come together after the February 2009 Irish Eveninyg.
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(From left to right) Novelists Helen Elaine Lee, Donna Hemans, Thrity
Umvigar and poet Lucille Clifton (below) gatheved last spring.

whom author Richard Ford calls “that rarest of writers.” Our
32nd Irish Evening will be held Friday, February 19, 2010.
(www.brownpapertickets.com/event,/89385)

While pessimism has its place — it informs us to be cautious
and to seek truth — HoCoPoLitSo adopts strategies that allow us
to expect another grand year. But the only way
this tiny literary gem can shine and continue to
bring authors of such caliber to Howard County
is with the help of its Friends.

Is HoCoPoLitSo’s glass half full or half
empty? HoCoPoLitSo will look for the gift in
adversity, and pour on the upcoming season with
heft and spirit.

HoCoPoLitSo is grateful to have been awarded
a $5,000 NEA grant that will continue to fund
programs featuring a diverse slate of poets and
writers. In one breath, we thank you, our
donors, for supporting us through these lean
times and ask that you donate to help us match
this funding that will allow us to keep the glass
filled and flowing.

HoCoPoLitSo
Howard County Poetry & Litevature Society
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Season’s Highlights

OCTOBER 5, 2008 Opcning the 35th
season, musician/poet Joy Harjo, a
member of the Mvskoke /Creek Nation,
lured in the audience with poetry and
music at “Poetry by Nature, A Family
Affair,” at the Howard County
Conservancy. Children of audience
members took a nature hike and tin-
kered with haiku taught by poet
Timothy Singleton.

FEBRUARY 20, 2009 HoCoPoLitSo cele-
brated its 31st Evening of Irish Music
and Poetry with Pulitzer Prize-winning
memoirist Frank McCourt at the Jim
Rouse  Theatre. Bagpiper Jared
Denhard delivered the prelude, while His
Excellency Michael Collins, Ambas-
sador of Ireland, introduced the
evening. The reading ended with a con-
cert of traditional Irish music with Celtic
Thunder and Narrowbacks musicians
Linda Hickman, Brendan Mulvihill,
Terence Winch, Jesse Winch, with
Eileen Korn, along with stepdancers pro-
vided by the Caulkin School of Dance.

MARCH 26, 2009 In partnership with
Howard Community College, HoCo-
PoLitSo presented “A Literary Gathering
of Women” featuring novelists Donna
Hemans, Helen Elaine Lee and Thrity
Umrigar, with a special appearance by
poct Lucille Clifton, and moderated by
Dr. Helen Mitchell, in the Monteabaro
Recital Hall at HCC.

MARCH 26, 2009 Donna Hemans and
Helen Elaine Lee engaged HCC stu-
dents in a discussion on the craft of writ-
ing. That afternoon, Thrity Umrigar
joined the novelists who spoke with local
book club members about their works
and the writing process.

JUNE 12 - 14, 2009 1n conjunction with
the Columbia Festival of the Arts and
the Columbia Archives, HoCoPoLitSo
debuted BookFest at LakeFest. A weekend
of readings included children’s author
Bobbie Hinman ( The Knot Fairy); local
historians Janet Kusterer, Victoria

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

David H. Barrett
Lucille Clifton
Tara Hart
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes
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Susan Thornton Hobby
Ellen Conroy Kennedy
Padraic Kennedy
Kathleen Larson

Goeller (Remembering Ellicott City),
David Stebenne, and Joseph Mitchell
(New City Upon a Hill); Missy Burke,
Robin Emrich, and Barbara Kellner
(Ob, you must live in Columbin!); Ned
Tillman (The Chesapeake Watershed),
Juan Spearman (Jam City comics); poet
Truth Thomas (Party of Black); short-
story author Susan McCallum-Smith
(Slipping the Moorings); young adult
author Mary Downing Hahn (Closed
for the Season); and Pulitzer Prize nomi-
nee poet Sue Ellen Thompson (7The
Leaving).

JUNE 15, 2009 Sue
Ellen Thompson
taught “Poetry as
Autobiography,” a
master class that
focused on autobio-
graphical poetry and
writing to include
the reader, at the
Monteabaro Recital Hall.

JUNE 23, 2009 For the Festival’s literary
finale, HoCoPoLitSo co-sponsored a
wine and cheese reception and “An
Evening with Laura Lippman” at the
Rouse Company Foundation Student
Services Hall at HCC.

Sue Ellen Thompson

Student Audiences

DECEMBER 12, 2008 HoCoPolLitSo and
Howard County Public Schools featured
Bill’s Buddies, a troupe of Shakespearean
actors from the Folger Shakespeare
Library, to middle school students from
Bonnie Branch, Dunloggin, and
Elkridge Landing. Marriotts Ridge High
School hosted the program; a small
group of high school students participated
in a workshop.

DECEMBER 2008 THROUGH MARCH 2009
Poet-in-residence Elizabeth “Liz” Rees
made presentations to 500 students
from 12 county high schools and the
Homewood Center.

In the spring, HoCoPoLitSo held its
28th All County Writing Competition

Virginia Pausch
Patty Rouse
Tim Singleton
Laura Yoo
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for county high school students. Judges
included Virginia Pausch, former
Howard High School English depart-
ment leader; Timothy Singleton, haiku
poet and entreprencur; Nora Scanlan,
former Howard County high school
guidance counselor and Julia Heiner.
The nine creative writing winners were:
Sarah Hayashi (Centennial), Caitlin
Promerantz (Centennial), and Bill Ge
(Centennial) in the personal essay cate-
gory; Jessica Stein (Centennial), Eve
Mobley (Glenelg) and Megan
Lieberman (Centennial) in the poetry
category; and in the short story category,
Mark Lehtonen (Hammond), Aaron
Mick (Centennial), and Chelsea
Anderson (River Hill). In addition,
twenty-two students were chosen by
their English Departments to receive
HoCoPoLitSo’s Promise and Achieve-
ment Award in Language Arts. The hon-
orees were: Jumkoe Bello, Jonathan
Engleberg (Atholton), Jang Liu,
Stephen Rane (Centennial), Elisabeth
Asher, Eve Mobley (Glenelg), Mark
Lehtonen, Hannah Grabenstein
(Hammond), Julia Chadwick, John
Winder (Howard), Andrew Cahoon,
Ian Cahoon (Long Reach), Erica
Fedor, Nicole Simon (Marriotts
Ridge), Andrew Magargle, Rebecca
Wilson (Mt. Hebron), Rajani Ghosh
(Oakland Mills), Michael Wilkinson,
Julia Zeroth (Reservoir), Allison
Kotewicz (River Hill), Karina French,
Marie Greaney (Wilde Lake).

HoCoPoLitSo Board Members and staft
made book award presentations at 10
public high schools to 29 students.

APRIL 23, 2009
During Professional
Development Day,
poet-in-residence
Truth Thomas en-
couraged 40 Howard
County public school
English teachers to
place poetry in the
hands of their pupils and insisted that
they read poems aloud.

Truth Thomas

HOCOPOLITSO STAFF

Carla Du Pree
Executive Director

Pamela Simonson
Deputy Director

10901 Little Patuxent Parkway, Duncan Hall 239, Columbia, MD 21044
410.772-4568
www.facebook.com/HoCoPoLitSo

www.HoCoPolLitSo.org
www.twitter.com/HoCoPoLitSo
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NOBEL CIRCLE
$20,000 and up

Padraic & Ellen Kennedy
Jean & Bob Moon
In memory of Bessic Hurni
Flanagan
Patty Rouse

LITERARY LIONS
$10,000 - $19,999

Peter & Beth Horowitz
Michael Moon

In honor of Jean Moon
The Columbia Foundation

LAUREATE CIRCLE
$1,000 - $9,999

Alpha Phi Alpha

Barbara Lawson

Harry “Chip” Lundy

Pam & Steve Mack

Donald & Brigitte Manekin
In Honor of Ellen Conroy
Kennedy

Lanny Morrison & Lynne
Nemeth

Morris & Edie Range

PULITZER CIRCLE

$250-$999

Ann Barney & Steve Van Order
David Barrett

Saundra Barrett
Lucille Clifton

ENDOWMENT GIFTS

Ensure HoCoPoLitSo’s FUTURE. Gifts and pledges to the HoCoPoLitSo Fund at the Columbia Foundation
from February 1996 to November 15, 2009. In FY 2009, more than $7,000 in operational funds were provided.

Dianne M. Connelly

Frank & Margaret Lee Conroy

Minta D. Davis
In Honor of Ellen Conroy
Kennedy

Paula & Franco Einaudi
In honor of Padraic and Ellen
Kennedy

Sandra B Goolsby

Floyd & Cassandra Grayson

Dan & Mary Margaret
Kamerman
To honor Pearl Tobin

Gordon Mumpower

Linda Odum

Fred & Virginia Pausch

Lawrence Pomeroy
In memory of Moira Kennedy
Pomeroy

Jim & Patty Rouse Charitable
Foundation

Tim & Beth Singleton

Allan Starkey

Marvin & Marcia Thomas

Emerson & Celonia Walden

SUSTAINER
$100-$249

Alpha Phi Alpha

Anne & George Barker

Virginia Bates

Frederick & Catherine Chiccone
Edward & Joan Cochran

Mary Donegon

Philip & Barbara Gallagher

Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes

Douglas Heinrichs & Diane
Marshall

Susan Thornton Hobby

Michael & Carolyn Kelemen

Linda & Robert Keller

Janice Kisner

Donna Lyle

Richard & Mary Louise
McCally

Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes

Helen & Joe Mitchell

Ruth Penn

Beverly Fearn Porter

Carol S. Rodricks

Hanne Skov

Hilary Tham

PARTICIPANT
Up to $99

Ann Augustine
In honor of Robert M. Vaeth
Ann Barney
In memory of Jessalyn G.
Barney
Cradelia Birdsong
Mr. & Mrs. John Buck
Susan & Jeremy Clayton
Eileen Clegg
Daphne D. Comegys
Richard Dowling
Naomi Hayman
Jocelyn Knowles
Jack Knox
Kathleen B. Larson

Joan Greenberg & Barbara
Lawson
In memory of Frederickn
Clifton
Thomas & Mary Lorsung
Virgic Mason
Sylvia Padow
Russell (Joan) Phillippi
Michael & Louise Riemer
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Rodbell
Nora Scanlan
Lawrence & Patricia Taubman
Margot Treitel
In memory of Raphael Treitel
Bayard Waterbury
Terence Winch

GIFTS IN HONOR OF ELLEN
CONROY KENNEDY

Judith Adams

Steve Alpern

Virginia Bates
Kathleen O. Bowen
Ann Bracken

Patrick & Judith Clancy
Eileen Clegg

Mary Anne Cole
Dianne M. Connelly
Joan Corhran

Helen Rosalind Cowie
Joetta Cramm
Daedalus Books
Ginny D’Aiutolo
Bonnie S. Daniel
William Dove

John Farrell

ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS

Dr. Catherine Gira

Mary T. Gould

John Harding

Dr. Tara Hart

Ken Jennings

Hazel Swann Jones

Mary M. Kamerman
Chaya Kaplan

Kathleen Larson

Pearl D. Laufer

Barbara Lawson
Alexander Leak

Adele K. Levine

Anne R. Markham

Virgie A. S. Markham
Russell & Mary Louise McCally
Jean M. Meisel

Barbara Merke

Helen Buss Mitchell

Gail Moore

Lanny Morrison & Lynne
Nemeth

Esen & Ralph Paradiso
Lawrence Pomeroy

Carol S. Rodricks Foundation
Barbara & Robert Russell
May Ruth & Henry Seidel
Tim & Beth Singleton
Hanne Skov

Hilary Tham

Marvin & Marsha Thomas
Verity Weston-Truby
Melissa A. Wilkins

HoCoPoLitSo is grateful to all
who support our programs and
mission.

This list includes cash and major in-kind contributions received between July 1, 2008 and November 15, 2009.
Serial gifts by the same contributor ave merged. Every effort has been made to include all names and to spell them corrvectly.
Please let us know if there ave evrovs or omissions.

PLATINUM BENEFACTORS
($10,000 and up)
Howard County Arts Council

through a grant from Howard }

County Government

GOLD BENEFACTORS
($5,000 & over)

The Columbia Foundation

Howard Community College

Howard County General
Hospital: A Member of Johns
Hopkins Medicine

MD State Arts Council through

the State of MD and NEA
The Jim & Patty Rouse
Charitable Foundation

SILVER BENEFACTORS
($2,500 & up)

The Columbia Film Society
In honor of Ellen C. Kennedy

Patuxent Publishing Company

The Rouse Company
Foundation

BRONZE BENEFACTORS
($1,000 & up)

Columbia Festival of the Arts
Howard County Public Schools

BENEFACTORS
($500 to $999)

Ambdsaid Na Héireann
Embassy of Ireland
C. E. & Delphine Peck

SPONSORS

($250 to $499)

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc: Jota Lambda Omega
Chapter

David H. Barrett

Baywood Design/Build Group

410.772.4568

Lucille Clifton

Columbia Town Center Rotary

Consortium of Arts Associates,
Howard County Chapter, The
Society, Inc.

Greg Hamm — General Growth
Properties

Susan Thornton Hobby

Howard County Conservancy

Padraic & Ellen Kennedy
In memory of Moira Kennedy
Pomeroy, Rev. Robert Emmet,
Jean Christopher Kennedy,
MacLeod Kennedy

Kathleen Larson

Suzi Padgett
In honor of Irish Eve

Mary Ann Scully — Howard Bank

Pamela Kroll Simonson
In memory of Eleanore &
Norman Kroll
Tim & Beth Singleton
Studio Inspire
Laura & Frank Yoo

PATRONS
($100 to $249)

Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Fannie M. Avery

George & Anne Barker

Liz Bobo & Lloyd Knowles

Dianne M. Connelly
In memory of Irene M.
Gilbert

Pete & Tina Dinwoodie

Mary Pat Donelan & Andre
DeVerneil

Dr. Catherine Gira

Hilton Hotel, Columbia

Tara Hart & Stephen Horvath

Bethany Howell

Rogers & Jean Lewis

Helen Mitchell
In memory of Mary Margaret
Kamerman

Esen Paradiso — Columbia
Creative Services

Ruth Penn

Louise Riemer

Katherine Riggins

The James & Anne Robinson
Foundation

Barbara & Bob Russell

Sheraton Columbia Hotel

Kathryn Simonson

Wilde Lake Community
Association

DONORS
($50 to $99)

Mary Azrael
Rebecca Chapman
In honor of Richard Chapman
John Connell
Joanne & Andrew Deranger
Mary & Brendan Donegan
In honor of Irish Eve
William F. Dove
Mary Eileen Gerrity
Margaret R. Gesell
Ken Jennings :
In memory of Eleanor Jennings :
Marla Johnson :
Marilyn M. Johnson
Madeline Karpel
Carolyn Kelemen
In memory of Marcelle :
Tennenboum
Daniel & Heather Kirk-Davidoff :
Janet Kusterer
Mary Louise & Russell McCally
Zeleana Morris H
In memory of Steve L. Morris
Virginia Pausch
Kathleen & William Pence
Russell Phillippi
In memory of Joan Phillippi
Tom & Lorri Roth
Jeanne Scheaberle
In memory of Robert
Scheaberle

Anne A. Smith

Carl F. Stover

Marvin & Marcia Thomas
Art & Diane M. Tollick
Patricia Van Amburg
Linda Wiley

Melissa Wilkins

Timothy Williams
Terence P. Winch

Ralph Wood

FRIENDS
(UP TO $49)

Anonymous
Virginia Bates
In honor of Prudence Barry
Wayne & Betty Bethards
Alan Bogage
William & Mary Brandenstein
Grace Cavalieri
Virginia D’Aiutolo
Diane Dunn
Fern Eisner
In honor of Ellen Kennedy
Andrea Erickson
Lynda Greene
Andrea Morris Gruhl
Loreen V. Heinz
Suzanne E. Jones
In memory of Pamela A. Jacobs
Cynthia Kerman
Kathleen Lane
Barbara Lawson
Virgie A. Mason
Joseph McDonald
Joe Mitchell
T. Milton Nelson
Nancy Parker
Richard & Joan Pinkham
Stanley & Dotty Rodbell
Kathleen Shemer
Francine Sheppard
In memory of Mary Margaret
Kamerman
Phyllis Skillman
Ann-Louise S. Silver

i Al Starr

Kay Weeks
Cindy Zelkowitz
Ralph Wood

i VOLUNTEERS

Joyce Braga
Helen & Richard Carter

Veronica Clarke

Desiree Cross
Henry Cross
Rachel Cross
Linda Dalesio
Mary Pat Donelan
Danielle Du Pree
Barbara Dryer

Andrea Erikson

Sean Fao
Beverley Francis
Gabrielle Francis
Susan Gleazer
Barbara Glick
Lynda Greene

¢ Tara Hart

Nathan Hill

Lauren Kountz
Diane & Tom Lesko
Leslie Luksic

Carol Mason
Maureen McNary
Bernadette Michaels
Susan Portney

Jim & Maureen Rogers
Patty Rouse

Nora Scanlan

The Singleton family

Shari Spearman
Kathleen Stafford
Linda Stevens
Janice Strauss
Janet Taddeo
Gene Uhlmann
Lee Waxman
Heidi Wilson
Emily Zamora
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