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We ask you to hold your tongue

By Tim Singleton
Board Co-Chair

Some moments are a sight to be told. When the poet Beth
Ann Fennelly had a hundred-plus students open their
mouths to hold their tongues at the annual Blackbird
Poetry Festival this year, one such moment came to be.
Yes, a room full of people, hands in their mouths, holding
their tongues ... not to be quiet, but to gain insight into
how they make sound, and from sound, words and mean-
ing, and from meaning, how their own voices and those of

others can be understood.

“Hold your tongue” usually means something quite dif-
ferent from this experiment: Say no more. Be silent. Keep
quiet. No one cares about what you have to say. Shut up.
“Hold your tongue” is frightening. Demeaning and
stifling.

For forty-five years, the work
of HoCoPoLitSo has been
to ensure the freedom of
tongues. Think of the
voices that have filled
rooms throughout the
community - what
great names, what
great thinkers, what
great writers we
have been lucky
enough to en-
counter because
this organization
has conjured them
through devoted
work. Think of the
messages they have

shared, exploring identity and the will to be heard, divul-
ging stories, sometimes showing, sometimes telling, all the
while letting us in on something about ourselves and this
experience of being human. How important it is that
tongues remain free.

It is a silly thing, a room full of people literally holding
tongues. Maybe that is why it was instantly memorable.
Add to that idea the room full of people Lterarily holding
their tongues and it is so much more. A hand-held tongue
sounds more like Whitman’s yawp (okay, maybe more of
a welp) than anything clear or understandable, but it is a
way to understand the voice within us we take so often for
granted, our ability to speak, to move muscles and air and
make communicable sound, and with that convey our own
song of self, like Lucille Clifton’s “won’t you celebrate
with me,” a particular voice wanting to be heard, under-
stood and loved, demanding to be present and part.

So we ask you to hold your tongue —
literarily — for a moment, and under-
stand something about how your
own muscle-made voice commu-
nicates your truth to the world,
and how most of us have

the privilege to shape
a life to sing
about, and how
the world is so
much richer for the
diversity of all of
our voices. Let’s
not take that for
granted. These
voices need to be

heard.



The Year In Review

Public Programs

OCTOBER 26,2018 A trio of poets, Michael Collier,
Elizabeth Spires and David Yezzi, opened
HoCoPolLitSo’s season at the Lucille Clifton
Reading Series. Poets discussed the ordinary
wonders that can be explored through their poetry.

FEBRUARY 8, 2019 HoCoPoLitSo celebrated its
41st Evening of Irish Music and Poetry. His Ex-
cellency Daniel Mulhall, Ambassador of Ireland,
introduced award-winning poet Vona Groake.
The evening opened with harpist Jared Denhard
and concluded with traditional Irish music by
The Hedge Band’s Laura Byrne, Jim Eagan,
Donna Long, and Billy McComisky and step
dancers Maureen Berry and Saoirse DeBoy of
the Teelin School of Irish Dance. Denny Lynch
once again provided an exhibit of his photos of
Ireland.

APRIL 25,2019 At the Blackbird Poetry Festival,
in partnership with Howard Community Col-
lege’s English/World Languages Division and
Office of Student Life, HoCoPoLitSo sponsored
three morning workshops with Teri Ellen Cross
Davis, Steven Leyva, and Mississippi Poet
Laureate Beth Ann Fennelly. The Sunbird, an
afternoon reading, featured Beth Ann Fennelly
with Teri Ellen Cross Davis, and Steven Leyva
along with students, faculty, staff, and local poets.
The Festival finale, Nightbird, was a solo per-
formance by Beth Ann Fennelly. A recitation by
Maryland’s second place winner in the 2019
Poetry Out Loud Competition, Hanna Al-
Kowsi, opened the evening. A wine and cheese
reception followed.

JUNE 30, 2019 As part of the Columbia Festival
of the Arts, in partnership with the Women’s
Giving Circle, a film and author event celebrated
The Columbia Film Society 50th anniversary and
the beginning of HoCoPoLitSo’s 45th anniver-
sary with a showing of the documentary Gir/
Rising. Susan Thornton Hobby discussed the
work of one of the film’s writers as well as the
mission of the documentary, to advocate for girls’
education.

Wilde Readings

Wilde Readings, a free monthly reading and
open mic session held at the Columbia Arts
Center, continued to offer featured writers fol-
lowed by the opportunity for audience members
to read from their own work. This series, held on
second Tuesdays from September to June, is co-
ordinated by local poets Ann Bracken, Linda
Joy Burke, Faye McCray and Laura Shovan.
This year twenty-one writers were featured:

Sistah Joy Alford, Sylvia Beverly, Jay Hall
Carpenter, Andria Nacina Cole, Danuta Hinc,
Leah Henderson, Kate Hillyer, Dr. Dorothy
Adamson Holley, Bruce Jacobs, W. Luther
Jett, Wallace Lane, Steven Leyva, Gregory
Luce, Lucinda Marshall, Jen Michalski, Yvette
Neisser, Joseph Ross, Brenardo Taylor, Naomi
Thiers, Lisa Vihos, and Pamela Murray
Winters.

Student Programming

AUGUST 29,2018 HoCoPoLitSo sponsored a Pro-
fessional Development Day workshop at Long
Reach High School with poet Alan

Zackary Garrigus (Atholton), Julia Cutroneo,
Sofia Weddle (Glenelg), Ian Pinkerton, Kim
Taylor (Hammond), Destiny Gilbert, Lindsay
Young, Lindsey Kebeck (Homewood Center),
Naomi Greengold, Cesar Llanos (Howard),

Hanna Al-Kowsi, Eric Zhu (Marriotts Ridge),
Christian Bekele, Jennie Hardman (Mt. Hebron),
Seth Freeman, Lia Takaki (Oakland Mills),
Leslie Axtell, Safiya Umrani (Reservoir), Cas-
sie Jeng, Gabrielle Lewis (River Hill), and Isa-
bel Anderson, Taylor Schwartz (Wilde Lake).

Other Collabhorations

King, who encouraged county
teachers to push the boundaries of |,
language, with exercises designed to
spark student creativity including one
on description, and one on metaphor.

OCTOBER 9, 2018 In collaboration
with Howard County Library, young
adult author Jason Reynolds spoke
to an overflowing young audience
and answered questions at the How-
ard County Library’s East Columbia
Branch.

NOVEMBER 2018 — MARCH 2019 Writer-
in-residence Alan King made presen-
tations at nine county public high
schools, Homewood Center and
Howard Community College.

Local bigh school students (from left to right) Dalia Hassanein,
Noahb Adeyeye, Evan Bickel and Nyah Lampasone read poctry

with a focus on nature during the Columbin Art Center’s Plein
For thirty-cight years HoCoPoLitSo  Ajr event, Color Columbia, on September 8, 2018.

has awarded book prizes to the

winners of its All-County Writing Competi-
tion, and honored students nominated by their
teachers for Promise and Achievement in
Language Arts to foster lifelong reading habits
and a love of literature. HoCoPoLitSo board
members made presentations at all Howard
County public high school senior honors
assemblies.

The nine creative writing winners were Moira
Alsbrooks (Atholton), Cassie Jeng (River Hill),
and Charlotte Long (Atholton) in the personal
essay category; Abigail Freeman (Homewood),
Dayrin Jimenez (Reservoir) and Leslie Axtell
(Reservoir) in the poetry category; and in the
short story category, Isabel Anderson (Wilde
Lake), Esther Olajide (Wilde Lake) and Leslie
Axtell (Reservoir). This year’s manuscripts were
juried by Nancy Czarnecki’s Secondary Lan-
guage Arts team, Howard County Public
Schools.

In addition, twenty-three students were chosen
by their English Departments to receive HoCo-
PoLitSo’s Promise and Achievement Award in
Language Arts. The honorees were: Emily Bickel,

In April, HoCoPoLitSo collaborated with the
Columbia Art Center’s Blossoms of Hope poetry
and painters’ juried event, One More than Nine,
10 Years of Hope Through Art. Poems by Sally
Rosen Kindred placed first, Patricia Van Am-
burg placed second, and Kay Weeks placed
third. Honorable mentions went to Hiram
Larew, Judith T. Krauthamer, and Ann Bracken.

On April 4, 2019, HoCoPolLitSo dedicated the
Ellen Conroy Kennedy Collection in the Clark
Library at Howard Community College. More
than 1,400 books by more than 400 authors,
many of whom have visited Howard County, are
available for interested literature lovers to view
and enjoy.

Tara Hart participated in The Humanities in
Person, a Maryland Humanities podcast.

An Inconvenient Truth reading and discussion
series facilitated by Susan Thornton Hobby and
climate activist Julie Dunlap at the Howard
County Library, Miller Branch started in spring
2019, and continues with books of climate
fiction every quarter.
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ANNUAL CONTRIBUTORS

HoCoPoLitSo is grateful to all who support our programs and mission. This list includes contvibutions from July 2018-October 2019.
Serial gifts by the same contributor ave menged. Every effort bas been made to include all names and to spell them corrvectly.
Please let us know if theve ave errors or omissions. (** in honor and sponsorship of 41st Irish Evening)

PLATINUM BENEFACTORS
$10,000 and above
Howard County Arts Council

through a grant from Howard
County Government

GOLD BENEFACTORS

$5,000 to $9,999

Columbia Film Society

Community Foundation of
Howard County

Howard Community College

Padraic & Ellen Conroy
Kennedy

MD State Arts Council through
State of MD & NEA

SILVER BENEFACTORS
$2,500 to $4,999
Edward & Fern Hamel

In honor of Ellen Conroy Kennedy Anne Reis

i Tim Singleton
i Kathy Stowe H
: Mary Toth :
i In honor of Ellen Conroy Kmmﬂly

¢ Women’s Giving Circle

BRONZE BENEFACTORS
$1,000 to $2,499

Alpha Phi Alpha Foundation
The Howard Hughes Corporation
Kathleen & William Larson **
Ken & Elizabeth Lundeen

BENEFACTORS

$500 to $999

Ann Barney & Steve VanOrder
Katherine Farrell**

Tara Hart

NOBEL CIRCLE
$20,000 and up

Padraic & Ellen Kennedy
Jean & Bob Moon
In memory of Bessie Hurni
Flanagan
Patty Rouse

LITERARY LIONS
$10,000 — $19,999

Hamel Family Fund
Peter & Beth Horowitz
Michael Moon

In honor of Jean Moon
The Columbia Foundation

LAUREATE CIRCLE

$1,000 - $9,999

Alpha Phi Alpha

Barbara Lawson

Harry “Chip” Lundy

Pam & Steve Mack

Donald & Brigitte Manekin
In Honor of Ellen Conroy
Kennedy

Lanny Morrison & Lynne
Nemeth

Morris & Edie Range

PULITZER CIRCLE
$250-$999

Ann Barney & Steve Van Order
David Barrett
Saundra Barrett

443.518.4568

¢ Thomas Hicks**

: Susan Thornton Hobby
: Jean & Bob Moon**

¢ Total Wine & More

! SPONSORS
i $250 to $499

David Barrett

K. Berry

In memory of Staff Sergeant
William Wentworth Stubbs

¢ Nancy Czarnecki

In honor of poets-in-residence

Jack (John) Farrell

Kevin Kelehan**

¢ Carolyn Kelemen**
i Barbara Lawson**

¢ Roger Lewis

i Andrea Martinez

: Esen Paradiso

In honor of Nezihe Sungu

Ruth Penn

I memory of Van G. Black

i PATRONS

$100 to $249

+ Calvin Austin

i Mary Azrael

i Ann Barker

¢ Elizabeth Bobo, Lloyd Knowles
i Kathleen O. Bowen
: Mike & Lois Clark
Dianne Connelly

: Christine meoodlc
i Mary Donegan**

Louise E. Dove

In honor of Linda L. Dove
Mary Ellen Duncan
Catherine Gira

In honor of Ellen Conroy Kennedy

Patrick Green
In honor of Pamela Simonson
Roger Harris
Marlyn M. Johnson
Mary Kay Kenney
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes
Roger Lewis
Andrea Martinez
Helen Mitchell
Zeleana Morris
In memory of Steven L. Morris
Kendrick Moss
Suzie Padgett**
Delphine Peck
Kathleen Pence
Anne Reis
Katherine & Homer Riggins
Barbara Russell
Michael Schaub
Pamela Simonson
In memory of Evin Hayden
Sue Slater
Kenneth Walsh
Laura Yoo

DONORS
$50 to $99
Mary & Wm. Brandenstein
Eileen Clegg
Columbia (MD)
Alumnae Chapter
Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.
Mary Donegan **

Claudia Friend
In memory of Joseph Friend
Timothy Gillen

Margaret Greif

In honor of Ellen Conroy Kennedy
Helene Jeftreys
Sue Kramer
Pearl Laufer

In memory of Fern Eisner
Maura Nicholas
Russell Phillippi

In memory of Joan Phillippi
M. Pike
Charlene Tasker

Linda Wiley
Sue Wilkins

FRIENDS

UP to $49
Ann Bracken

In memory of Dorothy and Jerry :
: Carlos Lopez

¢ Anastasia Mantzari

: Kathy Marshall

i Traves Matthews

: Ryna May

i Stephanie Lemghari May
: Julia Payne

: Linda Posschl

¢ YuLonda Checks Simpson
¢ Shari Spearman

¢ Fred Tancordo

: Nicholas Trappler

¢ Barb Van Winkle

¢ Women’s Giving Circle

¢ Nilay Yildrim

i Alethea Zischang

Brachen
John Connell
Lawrence Fenton
Loreen Heinz
Joan Picard
Joan Pinkham
Francine Sheppard
Jean Silver-Isenstadt
Al Starr
Melissa Wilkins

** Irish Evening Sponsors

ENDOWMENT GIFTS

Ensure HoCoPoLitSo’s FUTURE. Gifts and pledges to the HoCoPoLitSo Fund
at the Community Foundation of Howard County from February 1996-October 15, 2019.

¢ Lucille Clifton

: Dianne M. Connelly

i Frank & Margaret Lee Conroy
: Minta D. Davis

In Honor of Ellen Conroy
Kennedy

Paula & Franco Einaudi

In honor of Padraic and Ellen
Kennedy

Sandra B. Goolsby
: Floyd & Cassandra Grayson
i Dan & Mary Margaret

Kamerman
To honor Pearl Tobin

i Hiram Larew
¢ Gordon Mumpower

Linda Odum

! Fred & Virginia Pausch
i Lawrence Pomeroy

In memory of Moira Kennedy
Pomeroy

Jim & Patty Rouse Charitable

Foundation

i Tim & Beth Singleton

: Allan Starkey

i Marvin & Marcia Thomas

: Emerson & Celonia Walden

! SUSTAINER

: $100-$249

i Anne & George Barker

¢ Virginia Bates

i Frederick & Catherine Chiccone
¢ Edward & Joan Cochran

i Mary Donegon

¢ Philip & Barbara Gallagher

i Douglas Heinrichs & Diane

Marshall

¢ Susan Thornton Hobby

¢ Michael & Carolyn Kelemen
¢ Linda & Robert Keller

¢ Janice Kisner

¢ Donna Lyle

i Richard & Mary Louise

McCally
Catherine McLoughlin-Hayes

Helen & Joe Mitchell
i Ruth Penn
: Beverly Fearn Porter

Carol S. Rodricks

Hanne Skov
i Hilary Tham

! PARTICIPANT
i Upto$99
! Ann Augustine

In honor of Robert M. Vaeth

i Ann Barney

In memory of Jessalyn G.
Barney

i Cradelia Birdsong

i Mr. & Mrs. John Buck
¢ Susan & Jeremy Clayton
i Eileen Clegg

Daphne D. Comegys

¢ Richard Dowling

i Naomi Hayman

¢ Jocelyn Knowles

¢ Jack Knox

: Kathleen B. Larson

Joan Greenberg & Barbara
Lawson
In memory of Fredericka
Clifton
Thomas & Mary Lorsung
Virgie Mason
Sylvia Padow
Russell (Joan) Phillippi
Michael & Louise Riemer
Mr. & Mrs. Stanley Rodbell
Nora Scanlan
Lawrence & Patricia Taubman
Margot Treitel
In memory of Raphael Treitel
Bayard Waterbury
Terence Winch

GIFTS IN HONOR OF ELLEN
CONROY KENNEDY

Judith Adams

Steve Alpern

Virginia Bates
Kathleen O. Bowen
Ann Bracken

Patrick & Judith Clancy
Eileen Clegg

Mary Anne Cole
Dianne M. Connelly
Joan Corhran

Helen Rosalind Cowie
Joetta Cramm
Daedalus Books
Ginny D’Aiutolo
Bonnie S. Daniel

William Dove

John Farrell

i VOLUNTEERS

i Nanette Allis

Y i Norma Broadwater
In honor of Ellen Conroy Kennedy :

Emily Carter

i Helen Carter
: Richard Carter
i Columbia (MD) Alumnae

Chapter Delta Sigma Theta
Sorority, Inc.

i Elizabeth Derr

¢ Nicki Eger

¢ Graciela Gimpel

¢ Douglas Graham
§ will Hill

: Emily Hobby

In honor of Ellen Conroy Kennedy : Pinhan Huang

i Kathy Hurwitz
¢ Irving Jimenez
i Henry Johnson
: Ilean Johnson

Renee Kalu

Chris Kline
¢ Katherine Kong

Zaida Lebron

¢ Dr. Catherine Gira

: Mary T. Gould

i John Harding

+ Dr. Tara Hart

i Ken Jennings

¢ Hazel Swann Jones

: Mary M. Kamerman

i Chaya Kaplan

: Kathleen Larson

i Pearl D. Laufer

: Barbara Lawson

: Alexander Leak

i Adele K. Levine

¢ Anne R. Markham

i Virgie A. S. Markham
¢ Russell & Mary Louise McCally
i Jean M. Meisel

: Barbara Merke

i Helen Buss Mitchell

: Gail Moore

¢ Lanny Morrison & Lynne

Nemeth

¢ Esen & Ralph Paradiso

i Lawrence Pomeroy

¢ Carol S. Rodricks Foundation
i Barbara & Robert Russell
¢ May Ruth & Henry Seidel
¢ Tim & Beth Singleton

: Hanne Skov

¢ Hilary Tham

! Marvin & Marsha Thomas
: Verity Weston-Truby

: Melissa A. Wilkins

B www.facebook.com/HoCoPoLitSo M www.twitter.com/HoCoPoLitSo
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The Writing Life

Produced at Dragon Digital TV on the campus of Howard Com-
munity College, The Writing Life, HoCoPoLitSo’s writer to-writer
talk show, streams on YouTube.com/HoCoPoLitSo.

Four new editions were produced this year: Jason Reynolds hosted
by Laura Shovan (October 2018); Ordinary Wonder with Michael
Collier, Elizabeth Spires and David Yezzi (October 2018); Vona
Groarke hosted by Céilin Parsons (March 2019); Beth Ann
Fennelly hosted by Teri Ellen Cross Davis (April 2019).

Marilyn Chin, who was interviewed for the series in April 2018,
posted  the &  Writers
www.pw.org,/content,/marilyn_chin_1

edition on the Poets website,

Forty-Five and Thriving

For forty-five years, HoCoPoLitSo has nurtured its rich legacy of
bringing fine writers and literature to Howard County, and we are
eager to honor this record. Please join our efforts as literary ambassadors
to fill the seats at our events. Give what you can, knowing that we
work hard to make every dollar count towards sustaining and growing
this passionate enterprise.

Are you with us? Please let us know. Help us continue to provide
unique literary experiences that connect, heal, praise, and enlighten
our community. Donations can be made at HoCoPoLitSo.org or with
the enclosed envelope.

A Note from the Treasurer

If you are 70 Y5 or better and no longer receive a tax benefit for
itemizing charitable deductions, consider making a Qualified Chari-
table Distribution (QCD) to HoCoPoLitSo. To learn how a QCD
could be a tax benefit for you and benefit HoCoPoLitSo, consult your
tax professional or financial advisor. HoCoPoLitSo’s Federal Tax ID
is 52-1146948. Thank you!

Upcoming Events

m Wilde Readings
Second Tuesdays of the month at 7 p.m. at The Columbia Art
Center, 5100 Foreland Garth, Columbia 21045

m Friday, February 21, 2020
Smith Theatre, Howard Community College
The 42nd Irish Evening with novelist Alice McDermott,
dancers from the Teelin School of Irish Dance, and
music by O’Malley’s March. Tickets available at:
www.brownpapertickets.com/event,/4416880

m Thursday, April 30, 2020
The Blackbird Poetry Festival — Monteabaro Recital Hall,
Howard Community College




